
 

Date: 03 August, 2020  

To 

Mr Prakash Javadekar 

Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Forests &Climate Change 

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan 

Jorbagh Road, New Delhi – 110003 

 

CC 

Mr Rameshwar Prasad Gupta 

Secretary (EF&CC) 

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan 

Jorbagh Road, New Delhi – 110003 

 

Email to: eia2020-moefcc@gov.in  

 

Re: Summary of response on EIA 2020 Draft S.O. 1199(E) published on 23rd March 2020 

 

Sirs, 

As young people, aged 30 and below, we have the misfortune of having to live through and 

witness environmental disasters unleashed by the mindless activities of our previous 

generations. While the decisions of earlier generations could be forgiven as actions undertaken 

in ignorance, the actions of today’s decision-makers will be judged differently. Your ministry’s 

decisions to weaken environmental laws and to specifically undo the meagre protections offered 

by the EIA Notification, 2006 come at a time when the world is staring at the very real prospect 

of climate mayhem. Your actions are irresponsible, reckless and insensitive to our rights as young 

people, the rights of future generations and other living beings. 

 

In 2019, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned that global average 

temperature increase of 1.5 degree Celsius cannot be averted unless emissions are slashed to 

five times the current amount. The Ministry of Earth Sciences’ regional assessment on the 

impacts of climate change on India estimates the sub-continent is set to be particularly hard hit. 

Searing temperatures will desiccate the land, even while heavy rainfall events and severe 

cyclones are predicted to increase in frequency and intensity, the report warns. 

 

We are writing to urge you to abandon the draft EIA Notification, 2020, which is the latest in a 

series of actions taken by your ministry to dilute environmental laws in the name of “ease of 

doing business.” This is short-sighted. Any economy that is based on a premise that nature is 

expendable is doomed to self-destruct. 
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The pandemic has shown that nature has the power to bring the economies of major 
industrialized nations to a grinding halt. The ebb in carbon emissions and air and water 
pollution, and the slowdown of activities that degrade our lands and the seas as a result of the 
pandemic-induced global economic lockdown exposes the proportionality between capitalist 
economic growth and environmental degradation. 
 
The proposed EIA Notification weakens the body of laws that protect the environment at a 
time when we need to be strengthening such statutes. Worse, the proposed rules seek to 
enrich businesses and the corporate sector by emasculating democracy, limiting public 
participation and due diligence, and rewarding environmental offenders by facilitating post-
facto environmental clearances for projects that begin or are completed without license. 
 
We are youngsters from the coastal city of Chennai and its surroundings. As a city that limps 
from one environmental disaster to another – water scarcity, flooding, cyclones and heat 
waves – we are painfully aware of the consequences of taking nature for granted. The voices 
of today’s youth, and the aspirations of future generations have to be taken into account in 
designing today’s policies and legislation. Such law-making cannot be left in the hands of older 
people with little stake in the future. Informed and wise politics would demonstrate a 
commitment to keep alive life on this planet for several millennial more and avoid the 
temptation of succumbing to immediate political and economic expediency. 
 
A detailed critique of the flaws of the draft EIA Notification is attached (Annexure I). But suffice 
it to say that the draft has no redeeming features. We request you to abandon this draft, to 
commit yourself to our well-being and future and initiate a wide-ranging participatory exercise 
to strengthen our environmental laws, and bring our development and economic plans in line 
with the increasingly visible limits being imposed by nature. 
 
The Chennai Climate Action Group is a youth-led environmental justice collective that 
advocates for the rights of marginalized, under-represented and unrepresented communities 
of current and future generations of humans and other life-forms. 
 
Sincerely, 

Chennai Climate Action Group 

 



  

Annexure I 

A detailed critique to the proposed amendment: 

1. Requirement of Prior Environment Clearance or Prior Environment Permission: The 

proposal to give permissions for fencing and levelling without any EC is flawed. Levelling 

involves transformation of a landscape. The low-lying areas which may be natural drain 

channels, marshlands, waterbodies etc. can get filled up and changed due to levelling work 

thus impacting local ecology. Such allowances cannot be made without comprehensive 

study in the EIA and consideration by experts of EAC. 

 

2. Preparation of Environment Impact Assessment Report: The condition for collecting a 

baseline data study or one season study for an EIA is completely flawed, unscientific and 

unacceptable. We reiterate that in order to make a report on the estimated impact of any 

activity, it is a must that three season study be done as that would give a better picture of  

seasonal variations and help predict impacts.  In Para 13 sub-clause 11 we oppose the 

substitution of EIAs with EMPs for category B2 projects. Even a small project can have a 

large damaging impact in a eco fragile zones. The concession of EMP means that the 

prospect of damage has been condoned and safeguards removed.  

 

3. Public Consultation: In the environment clearance process, public consultation is a 

fundamental component. In the latest draft, the MoEFCC proposes to expand the list of 

projects that are exempt from public consultation. These include modernization of 

irrigation projects, all building, construction and area development projects, inland 

waterways, expansion or widening of national highways, all projects concerning national 

defense and security or involving “other strategic considerations” as determined by the 

central government, all linear projects like pipelines in border areas and all the off-shore 

projects located beyond the 12 nautical miles.  

 
The draft also proposes to reduce the public commenting period from 30 days to 20 days 

and requires that the public hearing process be completed in 40 days, compared to 45 days 

under the 2006 notification. The reduction of time would particularly pose a problem in 

those areas where information is not easily accessible or areas in which people are not that 

well aware of the process itself. As the Supreme Court has said in several judgments over 

the years, the time for making any representation should be adequate and if it is not, then 

it would be a violation of the principles of natural justice. Hearings conducted across the 

country have been notorious for providing incomplete EIA reports, encouraging discussions 

on irrelevant details of the project, high levels of discrepancies in the information provided 

etc., thereby rendering the entire idea to involve citizens in environmental decision making, 

moot. The notification does not address these deficiencies pertinent in the process 

 

 

 



 

of public consultation, nor does it seek to ensure the authenticity or increased reach of 

information, that is critical for the concerned citizens to effectively participate in the 

process. Public participation remain vital elements of environmental decision-making 

processes and cannot be diluted as proposed in the current draft.  

 

4. Post Facto Approvals: Instead of focusing on ensuring the protection of the environment, 

the draft EIA 2020 undermines the orders of the National Green Tribunal which had ruled 

against post-facto approvals. It seems like the purpose of this notification is to legitimize 

illegalities done by industries. It makes a mockery of Environment Protection Act by 

suggesting that an industrial project that has violated the process of seeking approvals will 

have a right to seek approval despite the wrongdoings.  

 

We also object to the manner in which the draft deals with environmental violations by 

various industries. Cases of violation mean instances where projects either started the 

construction work or installation or excavation or expanded the production or project area 

without prior environment clearance. In March 2017, the national government had come 

out with a notification that provided industrial projects with a chance to regularize projects 

that started construction or undertook expansion and modernization without prior 

environment clearance. It was supposed to be a one-time chance but since then, the 

mechanism has turned into a fait accompli situation. The draft EIA 2020 goes a step further 

as it institutionalizes this fait accompli situation.  

 

5. Environment vs Economic development: This draft seems to be appeasing the business 

and economic interests over environmental interests. This is evident from the fact that the 

draft proposes extension of the time given for submitting a compliance report throughout 

the term of the project. The earlier notification required that the project proponent submit 

a report every six months, showing that they are carrying out their activities as per the 

terms on which permission has been given. However, the new notification requires the 

promoter to submit a report only once every year. This leaves a lot of room for promoters 

to pick and choose the data and information which is to be supplied. Arguably, if a 

proponent is engaged in developmental activity, he has the scope of either hiding data 

about the detrimental consequences of the activity or downplaying its impact.  

 

Overall, we believe that the current draft 

a. is unconstitutional;  

b. rewards violators;  

c. rewards regulatory lethargy; 

d. turns the task of environment impact assessment into an environment management;  

e. dilutes the existing mandatory provisions to discretionary ones. 

 



 

Name and designation Organisation Name Place 

Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle, IIT Madras Chennai 

Keerthana Balabisehan Architecture idiom Chennai 

Kaustubh Rajesh Gupta 
Astro Club of Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research (IISER) Pune Pune 

Jacqueline Jackson, founder All Kerala Flood Relief project 2018 Kerala 

Kasali meeran, State Vice 
President Campus front of india Tamil Nadu 

Rajkishore CAP and Nature Club, PGS College Of Technology Coimbatore 

Chennai Climate Action Group Chennai Climate Action Group Chennai 

Melvin Jaison Chennai Young naturalists network Chennai 

Aakanksha Tiwari Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG) Chennai 

Mohamed Ashiq Aslam Direction for volunteers Chennai 

Vino Disaster Response Volunteers (DRV) India Chennai 

Sampath. K Dr. Ambedkar Law university Tamil Nadu 

Umapathy, South Chennai district 
Secretary Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam Chennai 

Krithika Venkatesh DTD STUDIO Chennai 

Leela karthiga Dulkal Library Chennai 

Benisha B M Eco club , Meenakshi School of Architecture Chennai 

Darwin Annadurai, Founder Eco Society India Chennai 

Vijay Pratap Singh Aditya Ekgaon Technologies New Delhi 

Uthradevi Kannan 
Environmental Science post graduates(2015), 
Anna university Chennai 

Srinidhi FFF Chennai Chennai 

Kanishk G.o.D Chennai 

HLC, The social Incubator Centre HLC, The social Incubator Centre Chennai 

Mahil Homeschoolers for Environment Chennai 

Gnanasekar Indian Children Parliament Chennai 

Sheeba Priyadharshini, Director Indian Social Activist Council Chennai 

Akash Madhi Karpi Organization Chennai 

N.SEYED MUBARAK ABBAS Karunai Ulangal Trust Chennai 

Gowtham G, Director Kathir Social Ventures Pvt Ltd. Tamil Nadu 

Prasanth Korttur People Forum Chennai 

Dillibabu K Let it go up Trust Chennai 

Kirubakaran Life on land Chennai 

Sarath M Madras medical college - Student's council Chennai 

Akalya S 
Madras School of Social Work - Student 
Development Council Chennai 

Paul Pradeep CN Makkal Needhi Maiam - Youth Wing Chennai 

Karthick raja Makkal Pathai Chennai 

 

List of Endorsed Youth Groups 



 

Name and designation Organisation Name Place 

Roja Aditya Makkal Pattu Chennai 

Sheela Manitha urimaigal iyakkam Chennai 

Bala Sasikumar, TN Students 
wing Secretary 

Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam(MDMK) Karur 

M.Ansari, State President 
Muslim Students Federation (MSF) 
TamilNadu Tamil Nadu 

T.Santhosh Raj Naam tamilar katchi-environmental wing Chennai 

Durga Devi Nanal Nanbargal Chennai 

Sundar Nilaputhalvargal Chennai 

Edwin Prabakaran MG, Writer Nimirvom vasagar vattam Chennai 

J Francis Febin Ocean Awareness Chennai 

Surendran Open House PuppetShow Chennai 

Yogeshwaran Paramakudi Citizens Forum Paramakudi 

Yogeshwaran Paramakudi People Forum Chennai 

Indira devan Y Pasumaivanam Erode 

Palani Kumar PEP Collective Chennai 

Vignesh arunachalam Platform For Climate Change Solution (PFCCS) Chennai 

Sivasankaran N Podhuvudamai Iyakkam Pondicherry 

Prabhakaran Poovulagin nanbargal Youth group Chennai 

Selvakarthikeyan Poromboke Chennai 

Bhuvana Pudiyador Chennai 

Manju James Resist EIA 2020 Cochin 

Rtr.Muthu kumar R 
Rotaract club of Coimbatore Institute of 
Technology Coimbatore 

Thamim ansari Samuganithi Manavar Iyakkam Chennai 

Likhith Chandragiri Satrangi, IISER Pune Pune 

Chandru D, District Secretary SFI Chennai 

Srimathi Srirar Kalam Chennai 

Pradeep Sundar 

SRM School of Architecture and Interior 
Design, SRM institute of science and 
technology - Students Association Chennai 

Alfred Rupak 
St Antony's Matriculation Higher secondary 
school Chennai 

Javid Jafer, State President Student India (மாணவர் இந்தியா) 
Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry 

Naveen Tamilar vidiyal katchi - Student wing Coimbatore 

Hari Ganesh, General Secretary Tamilnadu Medical Students Association Chennai 

Nithish Thanaram Thiruvanamalai 

Neelamanikandan m Thannatchi Salem 

Akash Dutta The Literary Club, IISER Pune Pune 

Vishnu priyan Vanagam Karur 

Priyanka Vettiver Collective Chennai 

 



 

Name and designation Organisation Name Place 

Agilan 
Villupuram Karikalasozhan pasumaimeetpu 
padai Villlupuram 

Saravana Visai Chennai 

S.Nida VIT College, Chennai - Student Council Chennai 

Gopika XR Chennai Chennai 

Ved Viswanath Bhattacharjee Youth for Climate Action Kozhikode 

S VETRISELVAM Zenith Chennai 

 


